5.
Note: If child is still in school
and will complete it by age 19,
then benefits can sti II be
awarded.

Eligibility
a.

R.l14-1140(A)
Note: the amounts of the
stipends have not increased
since 1988 and are as follows
for a family:
1 person $119.00
2 people $157.00
3 people $201.00
4 people $242.00
Increase by approximately $41
per person

Any family who has a needy child up to age 18, with
some exceptions, and meets income and resource
guidelines. The income eligibility guidelines have
remained the same.
1.

The Standard of Need for an FI family is 50%
of the current federal poverty guidelines. For
example, in 1999 a family of 2 may have a net
income of $452.00.

11.

The state stipend does not equal the Standard
Need, but is a ratable reduction percentage
based on the amount of money appropriated.
The payment is the need standard, by family
size, multiplied by the ratable reduction
percentage.

of

§43-5-1200

R.114-1130
Note: A non-relative caretaker
will never be able to apply for
FI on behalf of the child.
Note: transferring resources to
try and become eligible for
benefits will result in a period
of disqualification that is
related to the value of the
property transferred.
R.114-1140

b.

Can now be a family with both parents.

c.

Child must be within a certain degree of relationship to
the adult who is applying on his or her behalf. They
include the following relatives: brother, sister, uncle,
aunt, nephew, niece, cousin, grandparents, step-parents,
stepbrother/sister, or spouse or former spouse of the
above. It is not necessary that the caretaker relative
have legal custody of the child.

d.

Household can have certain resources
I.
Up to $2,500 in cash
ii.
Home
lJl.
One car for each licensed driver

e.

Household may have up to $10,000 in a special
Individual Development Account (IDA) that can only
be used to buy a home, for education, to start a business
or buy a car.
i.
Way to get around lump sum rule

f

Minor child's income is excluded.

g.

Other federal grants and aid are excluded as income.

§43-5-1200

R.l14-1140(I)

Note: resources that are
deemed inaccessible will not
be counted against the
applicant.
R.1l4-1140(F)

033

6.

How to Determine Whether or not the Family is Income
Eligible for the Family Independence Program

R.114-1IS0(A)

a.

Gross earned and unearned income may not exceed
185% of the need standard for the family. This will be
the initial screen for the FI family.

R.114-11S0(B)

b.

Earned income means gross earned income prior to any
deductions. Be assured anything that can be remotely
construed as earned income will be under the
regulations.

R.114-1150(B)(5)&(6)

c.

Any other income that is derived and cannot be
considered earned income is unearned income
1.
child support
ll.
Social Security
Ill.
interest and dividends except those excluded by
statute
IV.
unemployment benefits

d.

SSI is not counted in the family budget as income for
purposes of determining FI eligibility. This is a
holdover from the old AFDC program.

e.

If the family meets the gross income test then DSS will
disregard certain income to determine what amount, if
any, of benefits' the client will be eligible to receive.

§43-S-120S

R.114-llSO(C)

R.114-11S0(C)
Note: This disregard may make
the client still eligible to receive
an FI payment, but it could be
quite small. Clients should be
advised that they may elect not
to receive this benefit if they do
not want to use any of their
remaining 24 months ofF!,
which will happen no matter
how small the payment. (See
section on Time Limits, p. 6.)

R 114-113 OeM)

1.

The family may have 50% of the monthly gross
countable earned income disregarded. This
disregard is only available for the first four
months that income is counted. This disregard
is only permitted once in a 24 month period.

11.

Families may also receive a $100.00 per month
disregard from gross countable income for the
remaining months the family is eligible for FI
after the four months have been exhausted.

f.

An applicant over 18 who lives with individuals, such
as family members, who are over income can apply
without counting those persons in the benefit group.
This will permit the adult and children to qualify for
Family Independence and all supportive services.

g.

Client has obligation to report any changes in resources,
family composition and income to DSS within 10 days.

7.

§43-5-1170
R.114-1130(O)

Time Limits
a.

Families are now limited to receiving benefits under the
T ANF program for a maximum of five years.

b.

State Law limits benefits to 24 months in 10 years with
a total lifetime cap of 5 years. Because South Carolina
is operating under a waiver, this 5 year cap does not
apply to any family who is exempt from time limits.
1.

. I!.

iii.

c.

Federal law limits recipients from receiving
federal TANF dollars after they have received
benefits for a total of five years .
The federal regulations issued April 12, 1999,
permit the state to have a separate state-funded
program that may fund families exempted from
being affected by this provision. As of 1999,
South Carolina has not created such a program.
Because in early 1996 South Carolina requested
and received federal waivers that permit the
state to exempt certain families, the federal time
limit should not affect those who are exempt.

The state law permits extensions in certain cases;
1.

A client is in a training/education

ii.

A client that has done everything asked, but
cannot find ajob, can receive benefits for up to
twelve additional months.

Ill.

After this thirty-six month period, client can
request that county director grant a month-tomonth extension.

§43-5-1170(6)

iv.

Children living with a caretaker relative, who
might otherwise be forced into foster care, can
go past time limits.

R.114-1130(O)(e)

vo

Caretaker is not parent of child and needs arc
not included in check.

§43-S-1170(4)

§43-5-1170(8)
Note: Standard is clear and
convincing evidence.

program and
would benefit from an extension of up to six
months to complete the program. The client can
receive a longer extension if the county director
approves.
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