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Can I ask the court to take money out of the 
parent’s wages?
Yes, most of the time this is how support is ordered 
by the judge.

Can a parent’s tax refund check be withheld to 
pay back support?
Yes, if DSS is collecting the support.

What should a parent do if he/she is brought 
to court for not paying?
Take with you as much of the money that you owe 
as you can. If you have not been paying because you 
are out of a job through no fault of your own, you 
need to get a statement from your former employer, 
showing that you did not quit your job. If you have 
not been paying because of a physical disability, you 
need to get a doctor’s statement explaining when 
your disability occurred, the nature of the disability, 
and how long you will be out of work because of the 
disability. Try to have a plan for catching up with the 
unpaid support.

Can a parent receiving child support waive or 
excuse back child support payments?
No, unless the family court changes the support 
order.

Do support obligations continue when the non-
paying parent is in jail?
Yes, unless the Family Court changes the support 
order.

What if a man denies that he is the father of an 
unmarried woman’s child?
The mother or custodian has to prove to the family 
court that he is the father. The family court may 
order blood tests.

May parents visit with their children if they are 
behind on support?
Yes. Visitation and support are two separate issues.

If there is a lot of visitation, can it affect the 
amount of support?
Yes, if a parent has court-ordered visitation with the 
children overnight for more than 109 overnights 
each year, there may be a reduction in child support 
payments.

What You Need to Know About…

Child Support



What You Need to Know About…

Child Support
What Is Support?
What are support payments?
Support payments are payments made to a parent 
or other custodian of a child for necessities such 
as food, medical bills, education expenses, health 
insurance and day care.

Who has a duty to support?
The natural or adoptive mother and father of a child. 
Grandparents of a child born to parents either or 
both of whom are unmarried and less than 18 years 
of age may also have a duty to support.

How Long Does Support Last?
Normally, until a child reaches the age of 18. The 
court must issue an order to stop the support. 
If the child needs to finish their education or is 
handicapped, support may be ordered past age 18.

How Do You Get Support?
Where do you file for support?
The Family Court in the county where the parent 
from whom you are seeking support lives.

What if the parent lives outside SC?
You can go to the Department of Social Services’ 
child support division in your area, and it will work 
with the courts in the other state. Take all your court 
papers when you go to the office.

What if you get Family Independence (TANF)?
If you receive welfare (Family Independence or TANF) 
for your child, you must seek support from the other 
parent through DSS. A DSS attorney will file a lawsuit 
seeking support from the absent parent.

Can DSS Help you if you don’t get TANF?
Yes. For information, call the central state office of 
the Child Support Enforcement Division, a division of 
DSS, at (803)898-9210. This office can help answer 
your questions about child support, and can refer 
you to the correct office if you need further help.

How is the amount of support decided?
The court must use the South Carolina Child 
Support Guidelines, or state in writing the reasons 
it is ordering a different amount. The Guidelines 
include both parents’ incomes in setting child 
support awards. The income includes all money from 
wages, but does not include income of other family 
members or benefits such as Family Independence, 
SSI and food stamps. If a parent is voluntarily 
unemployed or underemployed, the court may order 
child support based on the income that parent could 
earn.

What if the parent has other children to 
support?
Parents must support all of their children. In setting 
the amount of support, the court will consider the 
child support a parent is actually paying for the 
benefit of other children because of an earlier court 
order. The court will also consider other children 
living in the home of either parent that the parent 
has a legal responsibility to support.

How will the court know what income and 
expenses the parents have?
The court requires both parents to fill out a financial 
declaration which shows all income and expenses. 
Keep copies of bills, paycheck stubs, and income tax 
records. Learn as much as you can about the other 
parent’s finances.

Can I ask for help with health insurance and 
child day care payments?
Yes. Provisions for health insurance coverage, 
division of noncovered expenses, and day care 
payments can be included in the order for child 
support.

Can The Support Amount Be Changed?
Yes. The court can increase, decrease, or end support 
if there has been a sizeable change of circumstances. 
You will need to get a lawyer to take the support 
matter back to court to show why it should be 
changed.

What happens if support is not paid?
If payments are made directly to the caretaker 
parent, then that parent should see a lawyer. If 
payments are made through the court, the clerk 
of court requires the person who is behind in their 
payments to come to Family Court to explain why the 
payments are behind and to catch up. Family court 
judges can find the parent in contempt of court if 
support is not paid. This means the parent can be put 
in jail or required to pay a fine or both. The court can 
also order support to be taken from the parent’s pay 
check. Sometimes the Child Support Enforcement 
Division can help without going to court, using an 
administrative process.

What if the parent moves to try to avoid 
paying?
The Department of Social Services’ parent locator 
system can find workers through their social security 
numbers


